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Eamon, Anita and Family 
and all customers 
sincerely wish all at St Patrick’s 
every good wish on their 150th Anniversary 


Offering Accommodation, Real Ale and 
always open to a live music Session or Event 


104 WHITE ABBEY ROAD, BRADFORD 
Telephone 01274 726867 
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150 years at St. Patvrich’s Church 


A milestone 
to remind us 


Foreword from Bishop David Konstant 


the 150th Anniversary of St Patrick's Church, Bradford. So 

much has happened in this time and so much change has 
taken place. 

Let's remember that we are always building on what our 
predecessors achieved. The Church has flourished in Bradford 
because of the faith of those who have gone before us. And 
the Church will flourish in the future because of our own faith 
and perseverance. 

This anniversary is a milestone which reminds us where 
we have come from and how far we still have to go. 

| hope and pray that in the years to come your own faith 
will continue to grow and develop for the good of all who live 
in this great city. 


God bless you all. Hana a KK. {— 


Bishop of Leeds 


iG delighted to be able to write these few words to mark 


Congratulations to St. Patrick's Church 
on Us 150th Anniversary 


Unit 3, Copper Wood Court, Queens Road, Halifax HX1 3NS 


Tel: 01422 300321 Fax: 01422 321519 
E-mail: phanson@hanson3333.fsnet.co.uk 
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Westgate 2003 presents a 
much busier scene than 
when St Patrick's was built 
150 years ago. Near to the 
motor car on the far left of 
the road stood the corner 
shop where Bishop Briggs ¥ 
vested before laying the 
foundation stone. 
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150 years at St. Patrick's 


Introduction 


by 


BERNARD PARRY 


during the early years of the nineteenth century, 

coming from cloth-making towns back home 
which had seen their industry almost disappear 
because of overseas competition. 

The main influx followed the potato famine in 
1845 when whole villages were abandoned as 
starvation swept through their beloved Emerald Isle. 

Settling mainly in Bradford's Black Abbey and 
White Abbey areas, and in Goit Side (an area 
stretching between Westgate and Thornton Road), 
they lived in terrible conditions, working in the 
nearby textile mills for paltry wages and 
surrounded by fierce religious hostility. 


Hostility 

Many could speak only their own Irish tongue and 
because of that inability to communicate clearly, 
together with the hostility of the police towards 
them, life was made exceedingly difficult. 

Yet they had brought with them from their 
homeland a number of things money couldn't buy 
nor hatred destroy. Irish songs and ballads 
crooned as they nursed their children or worked 
their fingers to the bone. And when they had time 
and strength would dance to the jigs and reels 
brought from their homeland. 


[* immigrants first started to arrive in Bradford 


Most of all they brought with them a Catholic 
faith, which would never be diminished or taken 
away from them. 

In spite of the appalling misery facing the 
each day these poor immigrants managed to 
celebrate Mass regularly in hired premises near to 
the centre of the town and eventually at a small 
chapel in Stott Hill, overlooking Bradford's parish 
church. 


Hard-earned Pennies 

Yet it soon became evident that as the Catholic 
flock began to grow another church was needed to 
meet their spiritual requirements. Even though 
they were poorly paid many went out night after 
night knocking on the doors of neighbours and 
friends collecting hard-earned pennies to start a 
building fund. 

By 1850 they had collected enough money for 
them to start thinking about selecting a suitable 
site for the building of a church. 

This commemorative brochure tells how their 
church, named after Ireland’s. very own patron 
saint, became to be built and how after a century 
and a half the parishioners of St Patrick's, Bradford, 
are remembering with affection the example of a 


true faith set by their forbears. 


SE aa peek, ag 


The Tombs of a Departed Race’: a drawing of the village of Tullig, abandoned just after the Famine. Note the density of settlement; such 


villages were described in 1845 as ‘a congeries of hovels thrown indiscriminately together, as if they fell in a shower from the sky’. 
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Potato harvesters had to abandon their farms and villages 
as famine swept across their beloved country. 


The Irish had come ready 
and willing to work but 
were not made welcome 
by the local residents 


HAVE YOU ANY USEABLE UNWANTED FURNITURE? 


IF SO PLEASE HELP 
~BRADFORD'S HOMELESS 
BY DONATING IT TO 


CHAS 
Housing Aid 


Please phone 01274 731909 
to arrange collection 


Town was 
hearing 


century and a half ago a rumour began to 
A sweep the town of Bradford like a forest 

fire. ‘Have you heard the news?’ The 
Catholics are going to build a new church in 
Westgate!’ 

This was the cry being uttered at many a 
street corner, in the textile mills and the sawdust- 
strewn floors of many of the town’s pubs. And 
there was cause for much concern among the 
locality 

Animosity towards the Catholic population 
was high at the time. Ever since the invasion of the 
foreigners to the locality from across the Irish Sea 
in 1822 there had been hopes that they would 
return to the place they came from. Now, in 1851, 
which had seen Bradford's population grow from 
66,000 to 103,000 in the space of ten years the 
anti-Catholic feeling was gaining impetus, 


Ee 


150 years ab St. Patrick's 


in uproar after 
_ the shock news 


Bitterness increased 
when it became known that 
the council had the problem 
of how to accommodate the 
ever-increasing population, 
which was adding strain on 
the town's feeble resources. 
It is estimated that twenty 
percent of the inhabitants of 
the four townships were 
outsiders, and that half of 
these were Irish families, 
usually housed in the poorest 
quarters of the town. 

Goit Side, near the corn 
mill, was an area where 
there was a particularly high 
concentration of — Irish 
immigrants. In Thompson's 
Buildings, near Thompson's Mill, one of Bradford's 
first factories, a survey showed that on an average, 
eight people occupied one room, and four slept in 
each bed. The newcomers had roofs over their 
heads, it is true, but overcrowding was on a 
scandalously high scale. 

Those who lived in basement kitchens in areas 
such as this were especially vulnerable to infection. 
Diseases like scarlet fever, nowadays thought little 


Worshippers showed their determination by celebrating High Mass at 


the small chapel of St Mary's in Stott Hill. 


Efforts made to 
force newcomers 
back to their — 
lrish homeland 


Picture taken in 1850 of Canon Harrison celebrating Holy Mass 
at St Mary's. 


of, were dreaded, and when epidemics broke out 
the death rate among children was alarming. 

A shortage of transport compelled them to live 
near to their place of work. Houses, mainly back- 
to-backs with communal lavatories, sometimes in 
the ratio of forty people to one convenience were 
being erected near to the mills. 

The Irish had come ready and willing to work 
but did not receive a very warm welcome from the 
residents of Bradford, especially the large army of 
unemployed. And the reappearance of the old faith 
was arousing considerable alarm and controversy 
in the town. 

Efforts were made to persuade them to leave 
Bradford, and the Board of Guardians, who were 
administering the new Poor Law, made a decision 
in 1847 that all applicants for relief among 
foreigners be forthwith ‘passed home’. 

In the face of many threats the immigrants 
persevered knowing that nothing would destroy 
their faith. After worshipping in the Roebuck Inn, 
showed their determination by celebrating High 
Mass at a small chapel built in Stott Hill, under the 
very shadow of the town’s Protestant parish 


continued on page 6 
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church, now Bradford Cathedral. 

Canon Thomas Harrison, a former curate of St 
Marie's, Sheffield, was appointed parish priest of 
the chapel which was named after St Mary. It was 
the first Catholic church in Bradford and was 
consecrated on Wednesday July 27 1825. Mass 
was celebrated by Fr Benedict Rayment of York 
with sermon preached by The Right Reverend 
Doctor Baines, Bishop of Thespia. 

The event caused fury in Bradford, and hours 
before the ten-o-clock Mass was due to start, 
crowds gathered outside the chapel. Not only 
were many of those present not Catholic 
worshippers, but many were here with evil intent. 


Even after this time Mass continued to be 
celebrated in private houses and in rooms hired in 
public buildings because the chapel was not large 
enough or convenient enough to satisfy 
requirements of a growing congregation. 

Following the 1845 potato blight, which 
spread through Ireland causing famine and death 
to millions several thousands, more of the Catholic 
emigrants settled in the area. Somehow, 
somewhere a bigger place of worship was needed. 

No wonder the town was in uproar when 
the news broke that a new Catholic church 
was to be erected in the locality. 


This page is kindly sponsored by Elizabeth Christina Hanson, in memory of the Brooke family. 


-150 years at St. DPatrich’s 


A daunting task 
for any priest 


“he building of another church was a 

daunting task for any priest a century and a 

half ago for it must be remembered that for 

most families in Bradford it was a time of extreme 
poverty. 

There was no welfare state to protect the poor 
and those who did earn a wage rarely ate or were 
on a starvation diet. Anyone who could not or did 
not work or was otherwise deprived had to rely 
totally on charity. : 

This was the scenario that faced Canon 
Harrison as he initiated collections within his parish 
to start a building fund. 

Even though those parishioners with jobs 
were poorly paid many of them went out night 
after night knocking on the doors of neighbours 
and friends, collecting money from families who 
were equally poor. 

Church collections after Mass at their tiny chapel 
were also used to help boost the building funds. All 
who could gave willingly of their time and small 
incomes in a big effort to help fulfil their hopes that 
one-day their new church would emerge. 


Search for Site 

There was little or no income from anyone other 
than the people of the parish, mainly because of 
the hostility towards Catholics at that time. 
However a number of better-off Catholics within 
the town and outlying districts also contributed to 
the fund in no small way. 

By 1850 enough money had been collected 
for Canon Harrison to initiate a search for a suitable 
site for the proposed church building, a task 
probably more difficult than the raising of the 
money. No one in the area would sell land if they 
knew it was likely to be used by Catholics for the 
purpose of their religious worship, whatever type 


_ Of building it supported. 


One local businessman, Mr H Westwood, was 
approached and he agreed to use his business 
connections to secretly acquire a plot of land for 
the building of a church. 

He made an arrangement with another local 


This page is kindly sponsored by Gary and Anne Kassapian. 


Canon Harrison had plenty of work to do after he initiated 
collections to start a building fund. 


businessman, Robert Vaughan Wynne Williams, to 
secretly buy on behalf of the church a portion of a 
larger plot, which he would purchase from two 
sisters Elizabeth and Mary Rawson. 

Both sisters were the unmarried daughters of 
Benjamin Rawson who had been Lord of The 
Manor of Bradford and who had lived at the 
Manor House then situated in Kirkgate, before 
moving to Nidd Hall, near Knaresborough. 

When he died Benjamin left his estate to his 
daughters with Elizabeth taking on the title of Lady 
of the Manor of Bradford. 

The Rawson family were important people in 
Bradford with a pedigree, which went back to the 
reign of King Henry VII. Rawson Market and 
Rawson Square are named after the family who 
also owned a large amount of land in and around 


continued on page 8 
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Sr Patricks Church, Bradford 


—— 
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St Patrick's from the corner of Vaughan Street before the days of motor traffic. 


Rawson family ‘furious’ at discovery 


from page 7 


Bradford including a section of land at White 
Abbey. 

The Rawson sisters agreed the sale of the land 
with Robert Vaughan Wynne Williams, the sale 
being completed on July 30 1850. They were in 
complete ignorance of the intended use of the 
land and undoubtedly would never have agreed to 
its sale had they known. 

Williams transferred the portion of land to 
Westwood who in turn sold it to the church. 
Whether Williams .was aware that Westwood 
intended to immediately sell his piece of land to 
the Church is not clear, but it would seem very 
unlikely that he did not know. 

The land was situated at the top of a road 
known as Cropper Lane (now Rebecca Street) and 
Westgrove Street, which had been built up five 
years earlier. 

Other than this most of the land in the area 
was of open fields and hedgerows, which 
extended down to the beck at Goitside near 
Thornton Road. : 

On the other side was White Abbey Road, 
which at the time was a narrow thoroughfare that 
was part of the coach road to the North. The 
Lower Globe public house was the last stopping 


place for the coach to take on passengers. 
Directly opposite was the Bradford Hospital, 
later to be called the Bradford Infirmary. This stood 
on the land, which is now a recreation ground at 
he junction of Lumb Lane and White Abbey Road. 
Following the sale of the portion of land to the 
church, Mr Williams then laid out the rest of the 
land for housing. He divided the area into the 
streets, which still exist today naming them after 
himself, namely Vaughan Street, Wynne Street and 
William Street (later changed to Sedgfield Terrace). 


Efforts to Cancel 

When the Rawson sisters discovered the purpose 
for which the land was to be used they were 
furious. Together with many of their supporters 
they made a determined effort to cancel the sale or 
at least prevent the building of a Catholic church. 

Unfortunately for them they were too late for 
by the time the intended use of the land became 
known the sale had already been completed. 

A deposit of £1,057 had been paid and the 
Sheffield’ firm of architects Weightman, Hadfield 
and Goldie were appointed to draw up plans. 

Almost immediately the work of digging out 
the foundations of the new church began. 


This page is kindly sponsored by the Walsh family, in memory of Cuthbert and Margaret. 


150 years at St. Patrick's : 
Stone was laid on 
St Patrick’s Day 


the service of God under the title of Saint 
Patrick it seemed only right that the chief 
stone should be blessed and laid on the saint's 
own special feast-day. Consequently the 
ceremony of blessing and laying the stone did not 
take place until March 17 1852, by which date the 
building had made considerable progress. 
The ceremony was performed before an 
immense assembly many of which had attended 
Solemn High Mass at St Mary's chapel in Stott Hill. 


— Be-= the church was to be ‘dedicated to 


During the Mass Father O'Donnell in a glowing © 


sermon which embodied praise for the patron 
saint of the new church took for his text words 
from the Gospel of Saint John: ‘| have chosen you, 
and placed you that you go forth and bring forth 
fruit, and that your fruit may remain.’ 


Sermon Published 

And the preacher expounded: ‘the words, which | 
have just quoted, are strikingly applicable to a great 
saint whose anniversary we this day celebrate. For 
God specially chose him for the work of the 
ministry, and he went forth from his country, and 
from his father’s house, and he brought forth fruit 
in abundance. Blessed for ever be the God of our 
fathers, for that fruit still remains.’ 

The sermon was worthy of the occasion and 
was listened to with the greatest attention by the 
large congregation that filled the chapel. It was 
afterwards printed and published, and sold to help 
boost funds for the building of the new church. 

As soon as Mass was over the congregation 
dispersed, most of them making their way up 
Westgate to the site of the new church. Because of 
the anti-Catholic feeling of the time and the 
possibility of civil disorder the event was kept very 
low-key, for only two years earlier Pope Pius IX had 
restored the English Catholic Hierarchy, an act 
which, at the time, had caused considerable 
unease, resentment and bigotry. 

So on this special occasion the crowd 
thought it unwise for them to have unfurled the 


Bishop Briggs sprinkled the foundation stone with Holy Water 
before dedicating it to St Patrick and the Holy Ghost. 


green banner of Saint Patrick, or to have brought 
out a crucifix. Hence on the memorable day the 
crowd quietly made its procession on foot to the 
place where the ceremony was due to take place, 
with the clergy following or preceding in cabs. 

In his records and reminiscences of St Patrick's 
years later Father John Earnshaw wrote: ‘The 
consternation could not have been greater had His 
Holiness appeared at the mouth of the Thames at 
the head of a new Armada.’ 

By noon a large crowd had assembled at 
vantage points around the site of the new building. 
By the next hour the crowd had increased to 
several thousands every place from which a view- 
of the céremony could be obtained being taken 
up, even the roofs of some of the adjacent houses 
had their occupants. 


continued on page 10 
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Records of the day reveal that the excitement 
of this event almost equalled the memorable 
occasion a year earlier when the foundation of St 
George's Hall, in the centre of the town, was laid. 

During the proceedings an occasional crash 
was heard, followed by a shriek, indicating that 
some barrier had given way, or that the roof of 
some frail shed had fallen in, unable to bear the 
weight of its occupants. Yet with these exceptions 
a very creditable degree of order and decorum 
was maintained. 

The bishop and clergy vested in the shop at 
the corner of Vaughan Street, and for the use of 
the room Canon Harrison had to pay one pound. 
The bishop, the Rt Rev Dr Briggs, wearing his 
robes and accompanied by his immediate 
attendants then began their short journey across 
the street to the site where the foundation stone 
was to be laid and assembled in front of the cross, 
which, the day before, had been placed, on the 


The High Altar at St Patrick's as it looked before the Church’s modernisation programme of the 1970s. 


Clergy used corner 
shop as a vestry 
prior to ceremony 


spot where the high altar was to be erected. 

The bishop then sprinkled the stone with Holy 
Water and with the chisel made the sign of the 
cross at each of its corners, dedicating it to Saint 
Patrick, and the Holy Ghost. 

While cement was being prepared, the choir 
sang appropriate antiphons including one which 
included words from the 126th Psalm: ‘Unless the 
Lord build the house, they labour in vain who build it. 

And so began the end of a long and arduous 
endeavour started years earlier by Canon Harrison 
who had organised the collection of the necessary 
funds which culminated in the purchase of the site. 


This page is kindly sponsored by the Murphy and Frost families. 
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150 yeas at St. Patrick's 


Parish status and the 
priest who led the way 


in April 1855 with the area defined as a 
parish and the appointment of a parish priest, 
the Reverend Thomas Lynch. 

Father Lynch stayed in a house in nearby 
Drewton Street, which was used as the church's 
presbytery, and he lived there throughout his time 
at St Patrick's. 

A native of Kells, County Meath, Ireland, he 
was said to be the life and soul of the party, and 
liked to joke and sing at parish gatherings and 
social events. Although he was in charge of the 
parish for less than four years he achieved quite a 
lot, particularly the first baptism in the parish which 
took place on April 14 1855. 

One of the first things he set about achieving 
was the provision of a Catholic education for the 
children. He opened two schools, one in White 
Abbey and the other in Silsbridge Lane. Then he 
opened another school in a room above a shop in 
Westgate belonging to John Akam & Sons. 


S™ Patrick's became an independent parish 


The stained-glass window above the high altar commemorates 
the life of Fr Lynch 


Shortly after-wards 
local jewellers and 
goldsmiths Fattorini & 
Sons offered the use of | 
a large room above their 
premises in Cheapside, 
near to where the 
Midland Hotel now 
stands, which Father 
Lynch was more than : . < aot 
happy to accept. The Fr iynch - he achieved so much 
school remained there in five years 
until school premises 
became available in Paradise Street, not far from 
the church building, and St Michael's School 
commenced operations. 

It was in this room that the early meetings of 
the parish's branch of the Catholic Young Men's 
Society took place. 

Although the opening of St Michael's brought 
an end to the school in Silsbridge Lane, the one in 
White Abbey continued until the arrival of the nuns 
at St Patrick's in 1859. 

On January 21 1859 the parish was able to 
purchase buildings and land in Paradise Street to 
be used for the building of a school for the children 
of the parish. This was achieved, because at the 
time the town’s education authorities granted 
subsidies towards the erection of new schools, 
providing a specified amount of cash was raised by 
public subscription. The new school building was 
named after St Michael. 


Toll on Health 
Father Lynch expended such a tremendous 
amount .of his time and energy on the 
establishment of the parish's first schools, together 
with the collection and administration of the funds, 
and the work involved in the acquisition of the site 
for the new school that it is not surprising it should 
begin to take its toll on his health. He was obliged 
to retire from his duties at St Patrick's in 1858 
because of the devastation caused by 
consumption, a disease he evidently contracted 
shortly after his ordination. 
This formerly jovial and happy hard-working 
continued on page 12 
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picture of Our Lady, 


from page TI 
priest began to lose the energy and strength that had 
helped him minister St Patrick’s for almost four years. 

In 1859 he retired to his native Kells where he 
died on January 2 1868. 

Almost half a century later, at the time of the 
church's golden jubilee, parish priest Canon John 
Earnshaw remarked that Father Lynch would be 
remembered for laying the foundations of Catholic 
education in the parish which had achieved such a 
high degree of excellence. : 

Father Lynch was remembered long after he 
left the parish, such was the esteem in which he 
was held, and shortly after his death a meeting of 
the parishioners decided that his ministry and life 
should be commemorated. 

They agreed that a collection be held to 
purchase stained glass for the window above the 
high altar. Parish priest Canon Scruton prepared 
the design and the stained glass was 
manufactured by the firm of Hardman & Powell. 

In 1871 the window’ was _ installed, 
demonstrating the respect and affection of the 
people of the parish for this great priest. 


St Anthony watches over the former Lady Altar. His statue has since been moved 
to another place in the church and today’s altar (inset) retains only the original 
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One can but’ wonder how may visitors to the 
church since those early days have gazed at this 
East Window above the high altar little realising it 
was put there by the efforts of a grateful 
congregation in memory of St Patrick's first parish 
priest. 


@ Fr John Amold succeeded Fr Lynch as parish 
priest at St Patrick's on February 20 1859. He had 
been Canon Harrison's first curate at Stott Hill, 
having followed the trail of the Irish immigrants 
after the famine. Commonly spoken of as ‘the 
squire’ he presided over the parish for four years 
before resigning to become chaplain to Sir John . 
Lawson, Bart, at Brough Hall. 

Third in succession as parish priest was Fr 
Henry Walker who held the position for only five 
months before being transferred to Shipley where 
he built the church, presbytery and school. 


This page is kindly sponsored by Anne and John Francis in memory of the McKee and Francis families. 


Most of the original interior decorations and statues seen in this old picture were designed and built by 


the gates to the High Altar. 


Fr Scruton (inset). Pictured below is the statue of St Michael the Archangel which for many years guarded 


The way ahead 


Strong hand of Fr Scruton was a key element. 


ost of the buildings and ornate 
Mes of art which appeared 

during St Patrick's early days were 
designed and erected by the parish's fourth 
parish priest, Fr William Benedict Scruton. 

He came to St Patrick's from 
Doncaster in 1863 as curate to Fr Walker, 
succeeding him as parish priest in 
October of that year. 

When he arrived he found the church 
premises to be unfinished and in a state of 
neglect. There was no porch, no bell, no 
interior ornamentation, without a 
presbytery and without sufficient school 
accommodation. 

Records reveal that Fr Scruton was a 
remarkable man with a strong personality; 
characteristics he would certainly have 
needed to take care of his vast parochial 
flock which had now risen to an 
astonishing four thousand, most of them 
from Ireland. 


Yet he employed every resource he 
had, together with those he could lay his 
hands upon, to develop the material 
resources of the parish. 

The presbytery adjoining the church 
was built in 1867 and came into use 
almost immediately. 

In 1869 he opened a mixed school 
for boys and girls of the parish at the St 
Michael's building in Paradise Street which 
served its purpose admirably until the 
opening in 1872 of a larger school 
building at the top of Paradise Street, and 
another in Sedgfield Terrace, next to the 
church building. 

After his death in 1887 the 
parishioners decided that these buildings 


_would be known as the Scruton Memorial 


Schools. Other reminders of this great 
priest can be seen within the church and 
on the memorial stone over his grave at 
Leeds Road Cemetery. 
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The former High Altar showing altar rails and pulpit designed by Canon Earnshaw (below). Inset is an 


early picture of Ft. Maguire. 


Taking the reins 


ollowing Canon Scruton’s death in 1887 the 
Be: of fourth parish priest were passed to 
Fr John Earnshaw who had already been a 

curate at St Patrick's for two years. 
A convert to the church at the age of sixteen, Fr 


Earnshaw studied for the priesthood at Lytham 
and Ushaw. His ordination by Bishop Cornthwate 
of Leeds on December 21 1878 was the first 
ordination in the new Leeds Diocese before his 
arrival at St Patrick's on August 8 1885. 

During the next five decades the figure of Fr 
Earnshaw (later to become Canon) was a familiar 
sight as he walked the streets of White Abbey and 
around the streets skirting the church building. It was 
he who led his parishioners on the occasion of the 
church's Golden Jubilee and Consecration in 1903. 


Peal of Bells 


In honour of the event Canon Earnshaw had the 
church cleaned and redecorated. He installed the 
new peal of bells, the West Window (at the rear of 
the old gallery), and the pulpit. 

He erected the altar rails at he foot of the former 
High Altar at which so many children would receive 
their First Communion during the next sixty years. 

- Before he died Canon Earnshaw had captured 
and relived all the main happening of the parish's 
first half-century in his book Reminiscences of St 
Patrick's. 


continued on page 15 
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150 year at St. Patrick’ s 


‘Father Earnshan. 


Father Mc. Auliffe, ; Father Me Guire. | 


Fr Earnshaw with his curates in 1909. 


from page 14 

The ‘green book ‘is still a treasured possession 
among many of today’s older parishioners and 
provides much information about the church's 
early days in this 150th Anniversary publication. 

Canon Earnshaw died in 1929 when those 
same streets he had walked until his frail figure was 
bent with age were packed to capacity with 
sorrowing crowds of every denomination. 


Annual Treats 

Older parishioners who were among the crowds as 
the cortege winded its way to Scholemoor 
Cemetery, or who packed the paths leading towards 
the Canon's last resting place, today recall that his 
funeral was the biggest ever seen in Bradford. 

The ‘old canon’ as he was fondly yet reverently 
called, was succeeded by Fr Leo Maguire, an 
unassuming man whose cheerfulness and 
enthusiasm became an inspiration to curates and 
parishioners alike. 

Many of today’s parishioners, and former 
parishioners, tell of his love for the children of the 
parish and how he wholeheartedly joined them in 
their annual school treats and outings. 

During three years under Fr Maguire's 
guidance the parish gained strength in many 


directions. Again, those who remember his tenure 
at St Patrick's will talk of how he inspired the 
wonderful work done by the Children of Mary, the 
Catholic Young Men's Society, the choir under the 
guidance of Fr O'Meara, the unstinted devotion of 
Sister Rose, and the concerts, whist drives and 
socials which helped in no small way to contribute 
to parochial funds. 

The suddenness of his death which took place * 
at the Catholic Rally held at Kirkstall Abbey in 1932 
in conjunction with the Dublin Eucharistic Congress 
was felt with great sorrow in every home of the 
parish. 


Fr Maguire with Sister Rose and members of the Children of Mary 
on a social outing 
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The tiny cot at the front of the picture, 
taken in the girls’ playground during the 
early part of the 1900s, suggests there 
may have been a Nativity theme about the 
setting. But what do the costumes and 
decorated sticks represent? 


Centre: 

Another group of girls and another wall 
setting probably taken sore time during 
the 1920s 


Bottom: 
Bt pe ppt ; ST PATRICKS 
A date on the reverse of this classroom GIRLS 


picture indicates that the girls of Class VI Eee . 3 CLASS "SE 
were also of a 1920s school year. Do you - 
recognise any of the young ladies? 


This page is kindly sponsored by George and Judith Avis, in memory of Elizabeth Carolan and Audrey Stimpson. 


150 years at St. Patrick's 


Building for an 
educational need 


he first school at St Patrick's opened its 

door to the children of the parish in April 

1872. The fine two-storied building, adjacent 

to the church, was built by Canon Scruton to fulfil 
the requirements of the 1870 Education Act. 

Its opening came as a happy relief to the Irish 
people, who formed a big proportion of the 
population. Faced with the loss of Catholic 
education for their children they had made great 
efforts to find the money necessary to help build 
the school. 


Continued Growth 

During the twenty years following the death of 
Canon Scruton the number of children seeking 
admission to St Patrick's School became ever 
greater and in 1892 Fr Earnshaw opened the 
Scruton Schools as a memorial to his predecessor 
who had done so much for the education of 
Catholic children in the area. 

This meant that the infant and senior children 
went to the new school and the original St Patrick's 
school began to function as a Junior Mixed School. 
The years from 1892 to 1915 saw the continued 
growth of the school under the guidance of the 
Sisters of Charity who had, from the beginning, 
provided a devotional education to the children in 
their care. 


Vaughan Street with entrances for the Boys’ School and to the side 
entrance to the church building. 


In 1915, with the transfer of the girls to the 
Scruton School building at Paradise Street, the 
school at the corner of Sedgfield Terrace became 
a boy's school under the headship of Miss Laffy 
who had the responsibility of three hundred and 
twenty boys of all ages on the school’s roll. 

It remained as a boy's school for the next fifty- 
one years during which, for many years, Sister 
» Christine was a popular and 
much loved head. 

During the difficult years of 
the Second World War she saw 
# to her sorrow many of her boys 
go away to war, some never to 
return. 

With Sister Christine's 
retirement in 1951 the long rule 
of the Sisters of Charity came to 
an end and Mr Bernard Brown 
became the school’s first 
headmaster. During his headship 
the senior boys were in 1962 
transferred to the new 


continued on page 18 
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Another boys’ class of the 1950s taken by the wall on Rebecca Street. 


from page 17 
comprehensive school named after Edmund 
Campion and St Patrick's now became a Junior 
Boy's School. 
In 1965 ill-health brought early retirement to 
Mr Brown and Sister Annette became the new 
head of the new Junior Mixed School. The infants 
then returned to the old St Patrick's under the 
headship of Sister 
Cassian. 
During her thirty 
years as head, Sister 
Cassian saw many 
changes. During the 
immediate post-war 
years she welcomed 
displaced children 
from Eastern Europe 
and later to children 
from the West Indies. 
Records show that 
in 1972 half of the 
children at St Patrick's 
infants’ school were of 
immigrant families. In 
1972 Sister Cassian 
retired and _ Sister 
Philomena became 
head. 


By now the school had two hundred pupils 
and six teachers. 

Whatever the future held for St Patrick's at that 
time it had for more than a hundred years played a 
very important part in he educational system of 
Bradford. 
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150 years ab St. Patrick's 


Years that brought 
SO many changes 


September 12 1887 parishioners promised 

themselves to erect a schools building to revere the 
memory of their former parish priest. 

The site chosen was at the corner of Paradise Street 


even the death of Canon Scruton on- 


and Rebecca Street, only a stone's throw from the ~ 


church, and on the afternoon of Saturday, March 9, 
1892, the memorial stone was laid. 

Twenty years earlier, in April 1872, the parish 
opened the doors of its first children’s school on a site 
next to the church building. It was built by Canon Scruton 
to fulfil the requirements of the 1870 Education Act. 

The Irish people, who formed a big proportion of 
the local population and were faced with the loss of 
Catholic education for their children, had made great 
efforts to find the money necessary to build the school. 

During the following twenty years the number of 
children seeking admission to the school became ever 
greater and at last, in 1892, parish priest Canon Earnshaw 
opened what was now the Scruton Memorial Schools as 
a memorial to the priest who had done so much for the 
education of Catholic children in the area. 

The infant and senior children went to the new 
school. St Patrick's now began to function as a Junior 
Mixed School. 

The years from 1892 to 1915 saw the continued 

growth of the school under the guidance of the Sisters of 
Charity who had, from the beginning, lovingly and with 
‘great devotion, guided the education of the children in 
their care. 
In 1915, with the transfer of the girls to the Scruton 
School, the original school became a Boys’ School under 
the headship of Miss Laffy, with a roll call of three 
hundred and twenty boys of all ages. 

It remained as a boy's school for the next fifty-one 
years and, for many of those years, Sister Christine was 
the popular and well-loved head. During the difficult 
days of World War Il she saw, to her great sorrow, many 


These infants were attending St Pat's well before the arrival 
of Sister Cassian. 


Sister Cassian saw many changes during her thirty years as 
Infant School head. 


of her former boy pupils go away to the war, some never 
to return. 

With Sister Christine’s retirement in 1951 the long 
rule of the Sisters of Charity at the school came to an end 
with the appointment of Mr Bernard Brown as the 
school's first headmaster. During his headship the senior 
boys were in 1962 transferred to the Edmund Campion 
comprehensive school and St Patrick's Boys’ was now a 
Junior Boy's school. 

In 1965 ill health forced Mr Brown resign. Sister 
Annette became new head of the junior mixed school, 
which was now transferred back to the Scruton School. 
The infants then returned to the old school under the 
headship of Sister Cassian. 

In December 1983 Sister Annette retired and Mrs 
Narey became head until her retirement in 1988. Sister 
Marie, who was deputy head, took over the school until 
it was transferred to the Local Authority in 1989. It is now 
Springwood Primary School. 

During her thirty years as Infant School head teacher 
Sister Cassian saw many changes in the school’s 
population. In the post-war years she welcomed with 
open arms the displaced children of Eastern Europe and 
later to the children of the West Indies. 

By 1972 half of the children in her care were from 
immigrant families. In 1970 Sister Cassian retired and 
took with her loving wishes from pupils and teachers 
past and present. She received the Bene Merenti Medal 
for her outstanding work in the schools. 

In 1970 Sister Philomena became head and soon 
found a place in the hearts of St Patrick's parishioners. Under 
her leadership the school now had two hundred pupils and 
six teachers, namely Mrs Higgins (deputy head), Mrs Casey, 
Mrs Garnett, Mrs Grogan, Miss McLoughlin, Mrs Adams 
and Sister Anselm (nursery). 
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From Erin's Green Valleys 
Peggy chalks a place 
in her pupil’s hearts 


-Many teachers at St Patrick’s will be remembered for numerous reasons and it would be a difficult task to name 
them all in this book. Mrs Peggy Higgins (formerly Miss Casey) came to St Patrick’s Boys’ shortly before the 
1939-1945 World War and will be remembered with affection among many of her former pupils. Peggy, who 
celebrates her 90th birthday in October, reveals some of the fondest memories of her teaching days at St 


Patrick’s. 


n July 1939 | was on holiday in Ireland with a friend 
[ve was also a teacher. | had been offered a job at St 

Patrick's Boys’ School and was very much looking 
forward to teaching my class of forty-two 9-10-year-olds. 
To our dismay we received a telegram telling us to report to 
our respective schools on Friday, September 1 at 9.00am. 

We made a hurried journey back and duly reported to 
our schools, she to St William's and | to St Patrick's. We 
were told that because of the impending war we were 
going to be evacuated along with many of the 
schoolchildren and we all assembled in the girl's school 
playground on Rebecca Street carrying our gas masks and 
a small case of belongings. 

We were all packed into buses and taken to Bradford 
Exchange Station where we were put on a train and sent 
off on our journey to an unknown destination. Fortunately 
it was not very long trip and we found that Hebden Bridge 
was to be our home for ‘the duration of the war. 

Accompanying me was Miss Eileen Morrin who 
‘taught the Standard One class at St Patrick's Boys. Like 
me she was single and young and we were to be in charge 
of the dozens of children whose parents had been 
advised to send them to be evacuated ‘for safety reasons’. 

We were all take to the Hebden Bridge town hall 
where everyone was issued with a Carrier bag containing 


food that would last a few days, and where the 
townspeople came to chose the children they were willing 
to have live with them. 

Miss Morrin and | were allocated to the home of the 
Co-op store manager and | must say that he and his family 
were extremely kind to us. We were left to our own 
devices on the Friday and Saturday and on Sunday found 
our way to the little Catholic church where Father Buggy 
was the priest. It was he who announced on that historic 
Sunday, September 3, 1939, that war had been declared 
and all our hearts sank. 

Unfortunately there. was no Catholic school in the 
town but we were given a great welcome at the town 
councils big Stubbings Memorial School by its 
headmaster Mr Potts and his fellow teachers. 

We were never made to feel that we and the 
‘evacuees’ were a nuisance. We were given time with our 
own children for Religious Instruction and the children 
were taken to their own church on Sundays. 

Some of the older pupils among the evacuees from St 
Patrick's Girls’ had to go to Mytholm High School a few 
miles away where they too were given a friendly welcome. 
These girls were under the guidance of Miss Veronica 
Worsley who also taught at St Patrick's Boys’ School. 

continued on page 21 


Fire alters course of school’s history 


in Paradise Street during the early hours of 


A raging fire at the Scruton Memorial Schools building 
hursday November 17 1966 swept away much of 


Staff at St Patrick's new Junior School in Wood Street shortly after the fire. 


the work done by the parish's founding fathers. 

The inferno ravaged the entire building block, which 
included the schools, CYMS meeting room, Boys’ Club and 
the former St Michael's church hall, which for many years 
had been used as a parish concert room and a rehearsal 
room for the Bradford Catholic Players. 

Such was the ferocity of the blaze that even with the 
efforts of the 75-strong fire crew and their appliances not 
a fragment of the building remained untouched. 

The burned-out shell had to be demolished and as a 
temporary measure the pupils and their teachers took up 
residence in an empty school building in Usher Street. 

In 1968 newly built school premises in Wood Street, 
near Green Lane (about a half-mile from the former school 
building) were opened under the headship of Sister Annette. 

The pupils returned from Usher Street to their new 
school, which would become St Patrick's Junior School 
until 1977 when it became a First School with an added 
nursery. It is now Springwood Primary School. 
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Miss Peggy Casey with her 1939 class of evacuee boys and girls from St. Patrick's, and schoolmates at Hebden Bridge 
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Because we were not many miles from Bradford a 
gradual exodus from Hebden Bridge began after the early 
panic was over and before long many children were back 
home with their parents. 

Miss Morrin and | stayed in Hebden Bridge until 
Easter 1940 by which time most of our children had 
returned home to Bradford. Indeed, | well remember on 
that first Sunday afternoon of the war parishioners Mr and 
Mrs Meeds came to us to take their boy Kevin back with 
them saying ‘if we are going to die we will all die together. 
Kevin was later ordained and gave his life to the 
priesthood. 

By Easter Miss Morrin and | were recalled and were 
sent to round up all the boys and temporary 
accommodation was found for my class at the Irish Land 
League club building in Drewton Street. Other classes 
found various ‘resting places’. 

Sister Christine, head of St Patrick's Boys’, .could not 
rest until all her boys were back with her, Air raid drill and 
gas mask practices were the order of the day. Life 
gradually got back to normal but was often saddened by 
the bad news that some of the boys (and girls) received 
about their dads, uncles and brothers who had been 
wounded or killed in action. 

After six years of war peace came at last and there 
was great rejoicing and celebrating. Sister Christine was 
wonderful and lost no time in getting things back to 
normal. 

The sad things | remember happening were the 
deaths of three of my boys. Denis Conroy and Josh 
Ramsden, both drowned while swimming in a nearby mill- 
dam on a Sunday afternoon. Little Ernest Hetherington 
who ran out of school at home time, gay as a lark released 
from its cage and still laughing, ran straight down 
Westgrove Street where he was hit by a car on Sunbridge 
Road and was killed instantly. God be with all three. 


Air raid drill and 
gas mask practice 
was order of day 


These are just a few of my memories of my days at St 
Patrick’s Boys’ School. The big stone steps which | ran up 
and down dozens of time each day held no fear for me. | 
did ‘playground duty’ which meant playing in Rebecca 
Street. The small boys of Standard One played in the little 
playground which was sandwiched between the rear of 
the school building and the convent. 

| still remember vividly those ‘physical education’ 
lessons, either in Rebecca Street or Vaughan Street, and 
afternoon games one a week for each class on the 
‘cinders’ of the recreation ground on St Michaels’ Road. 
That was a nightmare for invariably the football would 
shoot over the wall and everyone in the class would go 
running and jumping over the wall into the mill yard to 
rescue it. 

| don’t ever remember any accidents, other than 
scraped knees, except once when a boy named Walter 
Rowan was hit in the face by a cricket ball and arrived back 
at school sporting a huge black eye! 

Times have change since then and hopefully for the 
better but | have few sad memories of St Pat's Boys’. The 
teachers were good, the boys were good and the head, 
Sister Christine, was good, and that is how my memories 
will always remain. 

When |.left | was replaced by the school's first male 
teacher, Martin Walsh, and from that time onwards the 
women teachers who left were replaced by men teachers. 
When Sister Christine retired she was replaced as head by 
Mr Bernard Brown. 
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Frum Erin's G wew “Valleys: 


Parish’s debt to nuns 


Charity of St Paul and the Sisters of The 

Cross & Passion can only be measured by 
the many years of teaching and spiritual guidance 
they gave to our children, and their work among 
the poor and those in need. 


T he debt owed by St Patrick's to the Sisters of 


Two sisters share a happy moment with children at a special concert event. 
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The Sisters of Charity of St Paul, although 
working in the parish for some time, took up 
Official residence in 1859 at a house in Drewton 
Street, later moving to a house in Sedgfield Terrace 
near to the church and then to the convent building 
adjacent to the church.. 

In 1869, after parish priest Fr Scruton had 
introduced mixed schools to the parish, the boys 
and girls were taught by the nuns in classes at St 
Michael's until the new school premises in Paradise 
Street and Sedgfield Terrace were opened. 

The years 1892 to 1915 saw the continued 
growth of St Patrick's under the guidance of the 
Sisters. In 1915 with the transfer of the girls to the 
Scruton School, St Patrick's became a Boys’ School 
and remained as such for the next 51 years, many 
of them under the headship of Sister Christine. 

Sister Cuthbert was head of the Girls’ School 
until her retirement in 1953. Her successor was 
Sister Annette who became the new head of the 
Junior Mixed School following the retirement of the 
school's first headmaster, Mr Bernard Brown. 

Sister Cassian, for 30 years head of the Infants’ 
School, saw many changes in the population of her 
school until her retirement in 1970. 

She was followed by Sister Philomena who, 
like the Sisters who had gone before her, found a 
place in the hearts 
of all at St Patrick's. 
During her eight 


was assisted by 
Sister Anselm in the 


Nursery until the 
amalgamation of 
the Infant and 


Junior Schools in 
1978 under Sister 
Annette. 

For almost a 
century the nuns of 
the Sisters of 
Charity of St Paul 
brought education, 
Spiritual instruct- 
ions and charitable 
work to the parish 


years as head she* 


with many being remembered for 
special reasons. 

A special Mass of Thanksgiving held 
at St Patrick's in August 1989 
remembered the Sisters who had 
spent their lives in the service of the 
people of St Patrick’s since their 
mission started in 1859. 

One hundred and thirty years later 
on August 22 1989 Sisters Annette, 
Anselm and Marie sadly left St 
Patrick's for their new apostolate. 
Shortly before their departure Sister 
Annette and Sister Anselm received 
Bene Merenti Medals, the highest 
honour the Church bestows upon lay 
people, in recognition of their loyal 
and dedicated service to the parish 
and its schools. 
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Sisters Anselm, Annette and Marie shortly before 
their departure from SE. Patrick's 
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Parish sisters share 
their jubilee joy 


& Passion, who have been resident in St 
Patrick's parish for ninety-eight years, also 
celebrate their one hundred and_ fiftieth 
anniversary this year. Their joy is shared by all who 
have witnessed the good work carried out by the 
sisters in the parish over the years. 
Their association with St Patrick’s can be 
traced to April 1 1905 when, at the request of 


B: happy coincidence the Sisters of the Cross 


Bishop William Gordon of Leeds, the sisters . 


founded St Joseph's College in Eldon Terrace, 
Manningham. 

The building had previously been run as a girls’ 
private school by The Sisters of Charity of St Paul 
who were asked to transform the property into a 
Catholic Secondary School for Girls, to match the 
St Bede's Secondary School for Boys. 

At that time the nuns felt unable to do so and 
Bishop Gordon arranged that they should 
concentrate on St Patrick's while the Sisters of the 
Cross and Passion would found the girls’ 


| 


secondary school that would eventually become 
the St Joseph's College we know today. 

On Sundays the sisters and boarding students 
attended Mass at St Patrick’s and it was with the 
help of Canon Earnshaw that the Sisters were able 
to transfer to a new building in Cunliffe Road. 

While the school was being built the Sisters . 
replaced both the Eldon Terrace houses with 
Parkfield House, and in September 1907 the new 
St Joseph's College in Parkfield House was opened 
for teaching purposes. ; 

Canon Earnshaw celebrated the first Mass in - 
Parkfield and throughout the years the priests of St 
Patrick's, assisted on festive occasions by the St 
Patrick's altar servers, said daily Mass in the 
convent and gave Benediction twice each week. 


Reforms 

For a half-century the life of the Sisters inevitably 
revolved around St Joseph's College rather than 
the activities of St Patrick's because they did not 
teach in the primary schools as did the Sisters of 
Charity and St Paul. 

However, the reforms of the Second Vatican 
Council brought many changes and a note in the 
convent records confirms that the Sisters were 
becoming more involved in parish life. 

On February 14 1972 four Sisters from the * 
Parkfield Convent attended a pie and pea party at 
St Patrick's and on September 20 two attended Fr 
Coughlan’s farewell party. 

On St Patrick's Day 1973 two sisters attended 
a social evening at St Patrick's, and in June 1975 
four attended the Requiem Mass for Fr Flynn. 
During Holy Week in1976 several of the nuns 
attended services at the church. 

In November 1979 a requiem Mass for Sister . 
Veronica Mary was held at St Patrick's, and also for 
Sister Stella (1982), Sister Maria Baptista (1986) 
and Sister Amabilis (1987). 

The last requiem demonstrated how closely 
involved the Sisters of the Cross and Passion had 
become in the life of the parish, for Sister Amabilis 
had done so much work there, even up to the day 
before she died. 

continued on page 25 
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Sister Veronica and Sister Baptista continue the long association between their Order and the Parish. 
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At her Requiem Mass the church was packed 
with. parishioners, nursing friends and colleagues 
from Age Concern where she had worked 
devotedly for many years. 

In 1989 plans for the closure and sale of the 
sisters’ Parkfield home began but the Sisters of the 
Cross and Passion were not going to leave 
Bradford. When it emerged that the Sisters of 
Charity of St Paul were going to leave the convent 
at Sedgfield Terrace after more than a.hundred 
years, it was decided that the Sisters of the Cross 
and Passion who served St Patrick's should go to 
live there. 

With help from the parishioners who had 
raised money to pay for painting and decorating 
the convent soon provided the sisters with a new 
home into which they moved on March 1 1990. 

On August 30 a fire in the roof of the convent 
caused considerable damage and, to make things 
worse, a gas leak threatened to blow the building 
apart. Workmen were around the convent: until 
December putting things right again. 

In November 1990, Sister Veronica joined the 
community as a parish sister and took up 
residence at the renovated convent. Since then she 


Anniversary 
celebrations coincide 
with St Patricks 


has continued her apostolate in many ways, 
particularly in distributing Holy Communion in the 
church and on visits to the sick. 

In November 1995 it was decided not to 
renew the lease of the convent building which 
belonged to the Diocese of Leeds, Both Fr Murphy 
and Fr Cronin expressed their hopes that Sisters 
Veronica and Catherine would be able to continue 
as Parish Sisters and so it was agreed that, 
although Sisters Irene and Josephine would leave 
St Patrick's, Sisters Veronica and Catherine would 
look for accommodation in their respective 
parishes. 

Sister Veronica obtained rented 
accommodation at number 2 Sedgfield Terrace, 
formerly the home of the Walsh family, and was 
later joined by Sister Baptista. 
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From Eun s Gren “Valleys: 
Bazaar ralses 


‘princely sum’ 


, scheme in 1937 for the reorganisation of 
Az schools in Bradford saw the parish 


f St Patrick join those of St Cuthbert, St 


‘ William and The First Martyrs in a joint venture 


which at the time was considered of great 


~ | magnitude. 


It consisted of a scheme for providing a central 
school for boys in the area and making extensive 
alterations to St Patrick's Girls’ School which, in 
turn, would then be abdle to accommodate the 
senior girls from all four parishes. 

Furthermore it was considered there was 
urgent need to convert the current St Patrick's 
Boys’ School into a Junior Mixed and make 


St. Patrick's Bazaar 


Scruton Hall, Bradford, 
OCTOBER 27th, 28th and 29th, 1938 


Ham and Tongue, White and Brown Bread, 
Buttered Scone and Two Sweets Is. 9d. 
Pressed Beef and Pickles, White and Brown Bread, 
Buttered Scone and Two Sweets 
Poached Egg or Scrambled Egg om Toast and Tea 


Fruit and Cream, White and Brown Bread, 
Buttered Scone and Twe Sweets 


Is. 6d. 
10d. 


Is. 3d. 


— Fresh Deus Is. 6d. 


Beans on Toast and Tea ... 8d. 
Sardines on Toast and Tea = 
Salmon and Salad, Brown and White besa, 
Buttered Scone and Two Sweets 1s. 6d. 
Ham Sandwich (Teacake) . 
Potted Meat Sandwiches hoe ‘eee all White 
with Brown Bread and Buttered Scone and Sweets 


BEERERERE 


Tempting menu had plenty to offer at attractive prices. 


All-round effort 
helped raise cash 


for building fund 


extensive improvements to our Infants’ School. 

To enable the parish to help meet the costs of 
what would undoubtedly be of a large 
expenditure, parish priest Fr John Curran appealed 
to his parishioners for help. The appeal brought 
immediate response in the form of promised 
support and a number of ideas for raising funds to 
finance the project. 

The idea of a parish bazaar was considered to 
have lots of merit and in January 1938 a Bazaar 
Committee was formed.. 


Minutes of meetings of the time reveal that, 


special efforts by committee members and’ 


parishioners raised £500 in the first four months. 
Within a year the sum had reached £1,000. 


Attractions 
After months of planning and preparation the 
bazaar was held in the Scruton Memorial School 
buildings on October 27, 28 and 29, 1938. 
On the opening day Bishop John Henry Poskitt 
of Leeds presided, and local businessman Mr J E 
Fattorini, declaring the bazaar opened, gave the 
event a good start with a contribution of £200. 
Those present took what was considered to 


be a hint for them to open their purses or dig deep © 
into their pockets to support the various stalls - 
which offered children’s clothing, needlework & + 


fancy toilet requisites, household goods & pound 
stall, men’s outfitting & hardware, and various 
church stalls. 

Other attractions 
refreshments bar, and a sweets & tobacco stall. 


continued on page 27 «, 
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Bishop Poskitt accepts a white lily from a young flower seller while her colleagues look on 


Shares in new school building 
for the price of ‘a shilling a brick’ 


from page 26 


Schoolgirls in pretty dresses offered flowers 
and fancy goods from their gaily decorated trays. 

Enterprising stallholders sought to squeeze as 
much money as possible from. the visitors with 
promotional slogans which included: ‘he gives 
twice who gives quickly’, and ‘although the goods 
are fancy, the price of them is not, we therefore 
beg your custom, and hope you'll buy the lot!’ 

Probably the best sales promotion effort of all 
came from those organisers who were offering 


parishioners a ‘part’ share in the new school 
buildings for the price of ‘a shilling a brick!’ 

For three days parishioners, priests and nuns 
worked long hours, side by side, in spirited 
competition to ensure the event's financial success. 

Their labours were rewarded far beyond their 
own expectations when in early February 1939, 
after all monies had been accounted for, a balance 
sheet revealed that the total made was a princely 
sum of £3,000. 


Members of the 
parish's Union of 
Catholic Mothers 
celebrate the 21st 
anniversary of their 
foundation with 
special guests Canon 
Curran (centre), Fr 
Meeds (left) and Fr 
Lister (right). Below 
are Memory Lane 
pictures of some of 
their outings 
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Example set by our mothers 


Throughout the years family life has always been a 
main element in the history of St Patrick's with our 
mothers always nearby to offer help and advice 
whenever it was needed. 


With this thought ever in the minds of 
parishioners the St Patricks foundation of the 
Union of Catholic Mothers was formed in the 
parish in 1944. Its aims and objectives were: 


¢ To uphold Catholic marriage. 

¢ To promote Catholic education for our children. 
¢ To teach and defend Catholic values. 

¢ To offer love and sympathy to families in need. 


Membership was very strong with all mothers 
working hard to raise funds for the parish and to 
provide help whenever necessary in parochial 
matters. 

Other than the spiritual side of the foundation 
the mothers took part in many social activities 
including dinners, dances and trips to the seaside. 

In 1965 the mothers celebrated the 21st 
anniversary of their formation with a party when 
mothers ‘old and new were able to talk of their 
happy times and achievements. 

Sadly the foundation had to come to an end 
during the 1980s when membership dwindled 
after most of the homes near to the church 
disappeared and were replaced by business and 
commercial buildings. 

In this great year of celebration at St Patrick’s 
we remember with gratitude our mothers and all 
they did for us. . 
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150 yea at St. Patrick's 


Hymn that never 
fails to lift us - 


hroughout the years parishioners of St 
Patrick's have raised their voices in hymns of 
praise to God, to Jesus his Son, to Our Lady, 
and to innumerable Saints. Many of the older 
hymns are no longer heard artd live only in the 
memories of those to whom the words and music 
meant so much. Newer hymns, to many older 
parishioners, sometimes fail to have the appeal of 
their predecessors. 

One hymn, however, epitomises the very 
essence of St Patrick's; it is the one to the great 
saint himself, and for generations it has been very 
much part of parishioners’ lives. 


HAIL, GLORIOUS ST PATRICK 


Hail, glorious Saint Patrick, dear saint of our isle, 
On us thy poor children, bestow a sweet smile, 
And now thou art high in the mansions above, 

On Erin’s green valleys look down in thy love. 


Hail, glorious Saint Patrick, thy words were 
once strong 
Against Satan’s wiles and a heretic throng; 
Not less is thy might where in heaven thou art, 
O come to our aid, in our battle take part. 


In the war against sin, in the fight for the faith, 
Dear saint may thy children resist to the death, 
May their strength be in meekness, 
in penance and prayer, 

Their banner the cross, which they glory to bear. 


Thy people, now exiles on many a shore, 
Shall love and revere thee till time be no more, 
And the fire thou has kindled shall ever burn bright. 
Its warmth undiminished, undying its light. 


Ever bless and defend the sweet land of our birth, 
Where the shamrock still blooms as when 
thou wert on earth, 

And our hearts shall yet burn wheresoever 
we roam, 

For God and Saint Patrick and our native home. 


Whenever it is heard or sung, either at home or 
away, those who have had the privilege of raising 
their voices to the hymn, cannot fail to be moved 
by the strain of its words and rousing tune which, 
for many, has been a rock for them ever since the 
day they entered the portals of St Patrick's Church. 


The words and tune_of St Patrick's hymn have been a rock for 
parishioners ever since they first entered the portals of the church 
named after the great saint 
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The familiar smile of Canon 
Curran is captured in this 
1964 picture 


The fruitful years 
of Canon Curran 


September 1932 following the sudden death 
of Fr Leo Maguire who had died suddenly at 
nearby Kirkstall Abbey while attending a rally in 
conjunction with the Eucharistic Congress in Dublin. 
He was born on February 3 1881 in Six Miles 
Cross, a quiet little country village in Ireland. He 
studied for the priesthood at St Malachy’'s 
seminary in Belfast and was ordained priest at 
Leeds on May 3 1904. 

His first appointment was at St Anne's 
Cathedral in Leeds where he spent the first four 
years of his priestly career. His lack of experience 
was entirely overcome by his zeal for the souls of 
his charge, while his ability and inclination for hard 
work brought him reward. 

In 1908, much to the regret of his parishioners, 
he left the Cathedral and took up the work of Parish 


EF: Curran came to St Patrick's, Bradford on 


Priest at Horsforth, on the outskirts of Leeds. 

His first task was to build a church and on his 
initiative and help from his _ parishioners 
innumerable efforts were made to raise the 
necessary funds. Although a young priest he used 
every means at his disposal to raise the money so 
badly needed for his church. 


Money Raising 

Trips to America on begging missions became part 
of his life and after seventeen arduous years of 
fund-raising was able to kneel at the foot of his 
own altar at St Mary's, as his church was called, 
which was opened in 1925. 

He remained at St Mary's, Horsforth, for many 
years where he celebrated his sacerdotal silver 
jubilee on May 3 1929. 

His business acumen acquired during his years 
at Horsforth proved invaluable at St Patrick’s where 
his money-making efforts were many and 
successful. 

When the safety of our schools was 
threatened Fr Curran immediately set about the 
task of raising the money necessary to bring the 
schools up to the standard required by the Board 
of Education. 

Under him a bazaar was held in the Scruton 
School buildings on Rebecca Street which amply 
justified the tremendous amount of work put in by 
the priests, nuns, teachers and parishioners. 


An early picture as parish priest with curates Fr Soul 
and Fr Brady. 
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Canon Curran at the 
unveiling of his Golden 
Jubilee portrait presented 
by members of the choir 
in 1954. With him are Mr 
William Lever (MC), Mr 
Edward Hanlon (organist 
and choirmaster) and Mr 
Jim Hardaker (painter). 


Business sense was invaluable 


in his many fundraising efforts 


The event, detailed in full on earlier pages of 
this brochure, raised £3,000, a princely sum in 
those days, which was invested to cover the cost 
of the work demanded on the schools. 

When the 1944 Education Act again 
threatened all Catholic schools he set about fighting 
off the threat by the formation of the Catholic 
Parents and Electors Association, a weapon which 
proved effective against the anti-Christian policies 
of vote-catching politicians of the day. 


Parish Centenary 
In recognition of his hard work in this particular 
sphere Fr Curran was promoted to the Leeds 
Chapter, an honour greatly appreciated by his 
parishioners who would henceforth call him Canon 
Curran, 

In ensuing years he gave whole-hearted 
approval and support to the formation of the 
Catholic Trade Union Movement. He 
encouraged and upheld the Catholic Doctors 
and Catholic Nurses Guilds as strongholds 
against anti-Catholic adversaries. 

An advocator at all times of the rights 
and duties of citizens, he always exhorted 
the parishioners of St Patrick's to take an 
active part, no matter how small, in the civic 
life of the community. Setting an example 
he took up the many and arduous duties of 
the Lord Mayors chaplaincy when 
parishioner Alderman Kathleen Chambers 


Canon Curran gives a smile to these young girls on their First 
Holy Communion Day 


became the first woman Lord Mayor of the city. 

When in 1939 World War Two broke out the 
Canon saw many of his schoolchildren evacuated 
to Hebden Bridge as a safety measure. For five 
long years he and his fellow priests supervised the 
spiritual welfare of parishioners and all rejoiced 
happily when the war was finally over. 

In 1953 he and his curates laid down a long 
and highly successful programme to celebrate the 
centenary of St Patrick’s. This culminated in the 
complete re-decoration of the church building and 
the acquisition of many new furnishings to the 
church interior. On the actual day of the centenary 
Canon Curran celebrated Holy Mass before a 
crowded congregation. 

In 1954 he celebrated his own Golden Jubilee 
of fifty years as a priest surrounded by the 
parishioners who had come to love him so much. 
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From Erin's G wew Valleys 


Tenor, bass, soprano and alto singers with conductor Eric Armstrong in a striking assembly of vocal strength 


Full choir on parade at Pudsey before singing in 
a live radio broadcast of the Mass 
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150 yeaw at St. Patrick's 


Choir nostalgia 
hits a high note 


by Basil T Walsh 


Basil Walsh has been associated with St Patrick’s 
choir for almost seventy years during which time 
he has served as chorister, altar server, assistant 
organist, precentor, organist and choirmaster. For 
many older parishioners, former altar servers and 
members of the choir, his story will bring to mind 
days of packed pews, smiling boys in white 
surplices and choral music that made the church 
rafters ring. 


in the late1930s when, after being waved off by 

their parents at the Bradford Exchange railway 
station, an excited group of young boys looked forward 
to what was, for many of them, a first day trip to 
Blackpool. 

As we settled in our train carriages, who should 
appear but Father Austin Moran, a recently appointed 
curate at St Patrick's, who deftly produced small 
packets of five Woodbines together with an invitation 
for those ‘daring enough’ to join him in a first cigarette. 

These annual trips were eagerly awaited, as was the 
custom at Christmas for each boy to receive a shiny 
one-shilling piece. The men of the choir received a cigar. 


QO: of my earliest recollections was of a choir trip 


1939-1945 

The outbreak of the Second World War brought several 
changes to the running of the choir. Most of the men 
left to serve their country. This created a severe strain 
on the altar requirements for Sunday services but 
several of the older members gallantly came to the 
rescue, thus ensuring continuation. Here | mention 
Edward Cash (organist), James Whelan (acting 
choirmaster) and Harold Burns (assistant choirmaster). 


Ready for action...another vestry yard picture of the choir taken in 
December 1960 


Organist and choirmaster Edward Hanlon (right) occasionally 
conducted the choir when he was not playing the organ. 


Because of ‘air raid precautions’ choir rehearsals 
could no longer take place in the Boys’ Schoo! building 
which had become headquarters for members of the 
local ARP and firewatchers. These men were the local 
volunteers who, equipped with stirrup pumps and 
buckets of sand, were ready to extinguish any 
incendiary bombs that might fall in the vicinity. 

Subsequently choir practise had to take place in 
Leonard Naylor's upholstery workshop at the comer of 
Vaughan Street and Rebecca Street. Leonard was a 
valued member of the tenor bench. | well remember 
coming out of choir practise with tin tacks, used for 
upholstery, pressing through the soles of my shoes. 

The end of the war saw choir men returning to take 
up their duties, with the choir gradually rebuilding in 
strength to become one of the premier choirs in the city 
under the direction of organist and choirmaster Edward 
Hanlon who was assisted by precentors Eric Armstrong 
and Leo Muff, 


Altar Servers. 

On the sanctuary of St Patrick's we were fortunate to 
have a team of young men who acted as servers at the 
ceremonies. These consisted of acolytes, thurifer, cross 
bearer, etc, who were ably led by master of ceremonies 
Joe Gallagher: The combination of choir and servers at 
Solemn High Mass on Sundays followed by the evening 
service of Compline, Sermon and Benediction 
produced a mixture of fine music and impressive ritual 


continued on page 35 
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ABOVE: The full cast of principals for the choirs 1950 production of 
Cinderella, with producer Leo Muff, musical director Edward Hanlon and 
Canon Curran 


LEFT: Fairies practise their dance routine before taking the stage for a 
1951 production. 


BELOW: Henchmen D O'Hara, D Lister and M Farrell in the choir's 1953 
presentation of Robin Hood. 
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Halcyon days 
of the choir 


from page 33 


that attracted large congregations from the parish and 
beyond, such was its reputation. 


Choir Pantomimes 

In addition to Sunday's ecclesiastical duties 
pantomimes with a full cast of principals, chorus and 
dancers provided by the boys with the valuable 
assistance of parents and helpers proved an instant 
success, playing to full houses in St Michael's Hall, 
Paradise Street. By popular appeal these were 
repeated for a number of years. 

One highlight among many in the pantomimes was-a 
hilarious dance sequence performed by a ‘corps de 
ballet’ of choir boys wearing tutus and football boots! 


Good Friday Walks 

This traditional event deserves special mention. For 
many years, after Mass of The Presanctified on Good 
Friday morning, the men and boys of the choir would 
hasten to Saltaire. Then via the Glen Railway and Dick 
Hudson's at Eldwick, they would set off across Ilkley 
Moor ‘come rain or shine’ to arrive at Myddleton Lodge 
in time for the three-o’clock open-air service of the 
Stations of the Cross held in the monastery grounds. 
Leaving for home via Ilkley, a visit to Stone's ice- 
creamery was obligatory before boarding the train back 
to Bradford. 


Edward B Hanlon 

Edward inherited the position of organist and 
choirmaster in 1935 from his uncle ‘Ossie’ Eckersley. His 
fine sense of musical direction instilled into the choir, 
polished performances of many fine Latin masses and 
motets by the great composers. His untimely death in 
1959 was a real loss to members of the choir and 
sanctuary who, in Edward's memory, contributed to a 
commemorative plaque which can be seen on one of 


Fr J Murphy presents Eric Armstrong with Bishop's Award for 
outstanding service to the church 
the pillars opposite the Lady Altar on the right-hand 
aisle of the church. 
That same year | was asked to follow in his footsteps 
and try to continue the rich musical traditions he had built 
up during his short lifetime. May he rest in peace. 


The Second Vatican Council 

The 1960s saw the implementation of many changes in 
the rituals of the Church. These were the consequences 
of directives following Vatican II and St Patrick's did not 
escape these changes. 

It was decided to completely re-order the interior 
of both sanctuary and aisles. This entailed the removal 
of the choir benches from the sanctuary and the 
provision of a new altar facing the people. The intention 
was for the choir to lead the congregation in the new 
liturgy and vernacular, this to be carried out from the 
body of the church. Needless to say, this move did not 
find general approval with the choir. Indeed, it led to the 
resignation of quite a few members. 


The Organ 
The present organ was completely rebuilt and enlarged 

== in 1954 by local organ builders Driver & 
Haigh of Nesfield Street, Manningham. It 
boasted three manuals with 27 speaking 
stops, a pneumatic action together with a 
new motor and blower. 

The latter dispensed with the large 
wooden handle which at one time was 
used to manually pump air into the old 
organ whenever the electricity supply 
failed, which was often, or the driving belt 
on the old motor came off, which was even 
more often. This situation was always 

continued on page 36 
Choir members and their ladies at a 1953 dinner and 
social evening. 
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Trips to the seaside for choir and sidesmen were an eagerly awaited event. 


Choir’s demise ended an era 


from page 35 

eagerly awaited by many volunteer choirboys, some of 
whom offered their name for posterity by carving their 
initials on the organ’s framework, 

To the present day the organ continues to provide the 
main source of music for services but sadly the passage of 
time has taken its toll on the reliability of the instrument 
which is desperately in need of a complete rebuild. 

In 1999 a scheme was produced for such work to 
include the provision of a two-manual console to be 
sited on the sanctuary at a cost of £35,000. The 
scheme did not receive acceptance by the Diocesan 
Board of Finance, bearing in mind there was a big 


question mark over the future of the city’s inner 
parishes. So the ‘wheezing old lady’ has to be nursed 
along, week by week, with the back-up of a donated 
Hammond organ situated on the sanctuary. 


The Present Day 

Following the demise of the robed choir from the 
sanctuary a mixed choir was formed to continue the 
musical contribution to the new liturgy. This choir led 
the singing from the body of the church under the 
direction of Austin Whelan. 

Ironically we find that the wheel has turned. In 1886 the 
Bishop of the time forbade mixed choirs in the 
churches of the diocese. Prior to that date the 
ladies and gentlemen of the choir were actually 
paid for singing at each service. 


| The Future 

. Just what holds for the future of St Patrick's is not 
clear. As a centre for midday Mass during the 
week, the church fulfils a special need, well 
supported by the people of Bradford. The 
principal Mass on Sunday is well attended, 
considering the actual number of parishioners. 
_ We can only pray that these factors will provide 
us with some hope for the future. 


Blessing of the bikes in Sedgfield Terrace near to the private 
school wails. 
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Stalwart work by 


our CYMS 


Society of Great Britain was founded on May 

17, 1854, and held its first official meeting on 
May 21 of that year. For more than a century the 
men of the parish had been noted for their Catholic 
action and their help to the clergy and parishioners 
when needed. Sadly, as people started to leave the 
area and parish life dwindled during the 1970s, the 
CYMS foundation came to an end. 

Among the stalwarts of St Patrick's CYMS was 
Ernest Mackinder, whose guidance as president 
will be remembered by all those who knew him. 

Over the years he 

é> received — strong 
support from all his 

CREA TEMS Hae sited brothers within the 
_— society, though a 
number deserve 
special mention, 
particularly J Guinan, 
F Sheridan, M Brett, 
W_ Holdsworth, C 
Illingworth, H Lister, 


S: Patrick's branch of the Catholic Young Men's 


ST. PATRICK'S BRANCH - BRADFORD 


CENTENARY 
CELEBRATIONS 


AY. MAY 23rd, 1954 


SUND 


Bishop Heenan with CYMS brothers in a guard of honour. 


E Brambani, J Gallagher, J Kenyon, P Roche, T 
Naylor, H Brennan, M Croker, T Morris, E Egan, E 
Lynch and B. Duckworth. 

On May 17 1954 the branch celebrated its 
centenary with a week .of prayer and festivities, 
which included a daily mass crusade and special 
remembrance going to all deceased brothers. 

Celebrations reached a high point on Sunday, 
May 23, when Bishop John Carmel Heenan of 
Leeds celebrated Mass and Holy Communion. 
Later, at a breakfast at the Victoria Hotel, the 
bishop addressed members of the CYMS and 
thanked them for the good example they had set 
over the years. 

Among the clergy from St Patrick's present at 
the occasion were Canon Curran, Fr J Burns, Fr 
Ryan (chaplain) and Fr P Delaney. 


This special 1954 centenary picture of St Patrick's CYMS taken outside the former Scruton Girls’ School shows Ernest Mackinder with certificate 
of recognition, flanked by past and present members of clergy and brother members. 
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The Guild of St Agnes was a flourishing confraternity at 
St Patrick's for more than a century. 
For the young girls who had just left school the guild’s 
weekly meetings at Agnesian House presented happy 
moments in which to while away tender youthful years. 
For others, it was the gateway to another sodality — the 
Children of Mary. 

Other than the swishing red cloaks worn on 
processional occasions and their memorable hymn to 
St Agnes, members of the guild will always be 


the old church organ at St Patrick's (Choir 
nostalgia hits a high note, page 33) comes from 
former choir member Leonard Naylor, who recalls: 

‘As a choirboy | would sit in the stalls and listen to 
organist Edward Hanlon who was part and parcel of 
the Eckersley family which had the church music at their 
finger tips. 


Stalwart will be missed 
Edmund (Eddie) Neville was the kind of person no parish 
could do without. He was a stalwart in many parochial 
activities including the parish committee and the jubilee 
sub-committee where his input was 
of tremendous help. He was also a 
founder member of CHAS and 
received the Bene Merenti award for 
his work with the society. Sadly his 
recent sudden death has deprived 
him of the joy he would have loved, 
that of joining his fellow parishioners 
in the church's jubilee celebrations. 
May he rest in peace. 


Fe: reference to the Eckersley family and to 


When red cloaks were swapped for stage costumes 
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remembered for their excellent stage productions at St 
Michael's Hall. 

Our picture shows the full cast of their 194] 
production of Pearl the Fishermaid. On the back row, 
from left, are Mary McGuinness, Irene Deegan, Kathleen 
Hare, Frances King, Kathleen Naylor, Margaret Keating, 
(name not available), Peggy Faulkner, Gilly Owen, Vera 
Thompson and Frances Durkin. On the front row, from 
left, are Hilda Thompson, Una Boyes, Nora Gilfoyle, Lily 
Frith, Eileen Owen and Carrie Greenwood. 


Leonard really left his mark 


‘A delight on Sundays was when all the choir sat down 
after singing their parts and then listen to Edward playing 
various Classics. My special delight was when he played 
Handel's Largo and, better still, a number called Traumerei 
which, even today, remains my special favourite. 

‘The Eckersley family certainly were a big part of St 
Patrick's and certainly left their mark, though there was 
someone else who also ‘left his mark. 

‘Sometimes the electricity supply would fail leaving 
the organ without power which caused the organist to 
go frantic and wave his arms in the air. Fortunately the 
organ also had bellows fitted but it needed someone to 
work the hand pump, a job which more than likely fell 
to a choir boy, often myself. 

‘Recently when speaking to Basil Walsh about the 
organ and the good service it had given he recalled that, 
not long ago while up in the organ loft checking it over, 
he found a name that could live and last as long as St 
Pat's and the organ.. 

‘The lost chord, it wasn’t, but carved on the 
wooden handle of the bellows was a choir boy’s name. 
Could it be? Yes it was! Leonard Naylor!’ 


150 years at St. Patrick's 


Changes which many 
found hard to bear 


mighty domes of St Peter's church in Rome 
between October 11 1962 and December 8 
1965 brought changes not only to the liturgies, 
which for centuries Catholics had loved and 
revered, but to the very fabric of the church 
buildings in which they worshipped. 
Before very long St Patrick's, Bradford, would 
be one of the churches caught up in the Vatican 
Council's ‘modernisation’ plans. 


T°: Second Vatican Council held beneath the 


Altar Brought Forward 

‘Churches must now be simple, with an altar 
brought forward so that the priest can face the 
people,’ parish priest Fr Timothy Coughlan told the 
Bradford Telegraph & Argus in September 1969. 

‘Our present high altar and the tabernacle, 
which is the biggest and most fancy | have ever 
seen, will have to go. | think that is the thing that 
will upset most people.’ 

He was right, for during the next twelve 
months parishioners would weep as they saw not 
only the altar being dismantled but statues, before 
which they had knelt and prayed ever since they 
were young children, disappear for ever. 


Altar was brought forward so that priests can now face the people. 


Father Coughlan, who had been at St Patrick's 
for only one year, bore the brunt of much of the 
criticisms from parishioners who felt these 
structural changes far too severe and, in many 
cases, unnecessary. Yet his instructions had come 
from a higher authority. 

‘The ideals of the Second 
Vatican Council have been the 
inspiration in this great 
undertaking, he was to tell 
parishioners. ‘There have been 
times, let it be confessed, 
when the problems involved 
seemed to defy solution and 
when the magnitude of the 
task, in financial terms alone, 
proved depressing beyond 
endurance. 

‘Nevertheless, in the autumn 
of 1968 it became very evident 
that a decision concerning the 
- future of St Patrick's church and 


oan A a presbytery would have to be 


Changes meant that congregations were no longer able to view the altar rails, statues and fittings which Made. Would we pull them 
were dismantled ‘to get nd of Victorian Clutter and to fit the church for new liturgy’ 


continued on page 40 
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down and rebuild, or would we use our old buildings and 
set about the work of modernising them? 

‘Bishop Wheeler very kindly came along and spent 
a good time looking over the property. He made 
several suggestions which in due course we 
discussed with our architect. It was finally decided 
that a successful plan of re-organisation and 
adaptation could be undertaken, and therefore, 
with the guidelines of the Vatican Council before 
our minds we embarked on the task.’ 

Shortly after his arrival Fr Coughlan had set 
himself the task of raising £20,000 to make the 
church a modern building without destroying 
completely the atmosphere and very quickly he 
would begin work on the church's facelift, 


Baptistry Removed 
Very soon the baptistry and the beloved font, 
where for more than a century parents had seen 
their children being baptized would be no more. 
SO too, the side altars of Our Lady and The Sacred 
Heart, the confessional stalls and the gallery. 

No one would argue that work on 


modernising the presbytery was paramount, for 
little had been done to improve the priests’ living 
quarters over the past century. 

New lighting and heating systems were 


Fram Gin's Gruen Valleys 
Church’s new look 


inspired. by ‘Vat IT’ 
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The baptistry and font with guarding rails and consecration stone were 
at one time a familiar site, as was the gallery which overlaps on the 
top left of picture ‘ 


installed in the church and a partitioned-off section 
at the west end, beneath the former gallery, made 
a suitable venue for meetings. 

Following its modernisation programme the 
church was reopened and consecrated on June 5, 
1970, when the Bishop of Leeds, Dr WG Wheeler, 
consecrated the new altar and concelebrated 
Mass with other priests. 

Shortly after the ceremony Father Coughlan 
said: ‘The main object was to clear out much of the 

Victorian clutter and fit the church for 
the new liturgy without destroying its 
atmosphere. This has been achieved 
very well by leaving some of the old 
‘St Pat's’ such as the Lady Chapel and 
the Shrine of The Sacred Heart. The 
familiar statue of Saint Anthony now 
has a new place.’ 

Whilst agreeing that the church 
building is today a much lighter and 
warmer place for worship there are 
still many parishioners who, while at 
Mass or in private visit, will close 
their eyes while praying and let their 
minds take them back to the old St 


Gallery and nuns’ tribune was dismantled to make room for an annexe and meeting room. Patrick's they loved. 
Baptismal font is now situated at the front of the church. 


150 years at St. Patrick's C/ | 


Processions gave 
so much pleasure 


Lady, Easter Sunday and Christ the King 
were always scenes of considerable 
splendour at St Patrick's. 

Of particular memory were the May and 
October processions involving the young 
schoolgirls, especially the one in October when the 
crowded congregation would watch in awe the 
ceremonial crowning of the statue of Our Lady of 
the Rosary. 

Usually the processions preceded the Sunday 
evening Benediction ceremony which followed the 
choirs singing of compline and the intonation by 
the celebrating priest of a Litany to Our Lady or to 
The Saints, to which the congregation would make 
an appropriate response, whether it be ‘pray for us’ 
or ‘have mercy upon us’. 


Ces, processions marking the feasts of Our 


Rustle of White Dresses 

Then the congregation would begin to get fidgety 
or excited when they heard the rustle of white 
dresses and net veils as fifty or so small girls, each 
carrying a basket of flowers, assembled near the 
porch in readiness for their procession around the 
church. Other girls would wear yellow, sometimes 
blue, dependant 
on whether they 
were deigned to be 
‘plain walkers’ or 
‘strewers’, 

The job of the 
strewers was lo 
literally strew 
flower petals in 
front of the 
monstrance 
carrying the Blessed 
Sacrament, or the 
statue of Our Lady 
on whose . head 
each year some 
small girl would 
dream of being the 
lucky one selected 


Statue of Our Lady would be crowned 
with a wreath of roses. 


Acolytes with lighted candles together with clergy and choir await the 
procession’s arrival before joining the main body on its 
winding journey around the church. 


to place the crown of roses. 

She would be helped up a step ladder on the 
high altar by the Master of Ceremonies, passed the 
crown of roses which had been carried by her 
attendant, then at the precise moment of the 
crowning, the bells of the church would peal 
joyfully and the organ strike up with mighty chords 
which echoed around the church. 


Brilliant Colour 
Then the procession along the church's aisles, 
culminating in its final journey down the nave to 
the high altar would be one of brilliant colour. 
Often there would be a small stoppage to the 
proceedings as the sheer length of the 
procession's winding body would vie for right of 
way at the ‘crossroads’ at the top of the main aisle, 
or if an acolyte or cross-bearer had slipped on one 
of the flower petals which by now were gathering 
thickness along the route 

The statue of Our Lady, enveloped in a richly 
embroidered veil and surrounded by candles and 
roses, was generally carried on the shoulders of 
four members of the parish's Catholic Young Men's 


Society, each wearing a broad scarlet sash. 
continued on page 42 
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from page 41 

Members of the Guild of Saint Agnes in red 
cloaks and the Children of Mary in brilliant blue 
gowns, some carrying their sodality’s banners, 
were also very much a part of the procession. 

Behind walked the priests, attended by white- 
robed servers. The choir, usually consisting of forty 
boys and men vested in starched white surplices 
and scarlet cassocks, would complete the lengthy 
procession. 

Processions at Easter and on the feast of 
Christ the King were filled by small boys looking 
equally angelic in their white satin suits and red 
sashes. Men of the parish would join them as they 
processed around the church in the same manner 
as those performed by the girls and ladies in 


Priests who 
led the way 


parishioners in celebrating the 150th Anniversary of St Patrick's. 
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The crowning glory as the little girl climbs the stairs to place the wreath of flowers around the Virgin's head. 


Bells rang out as statue was crowned 


honour of Our Lady. 

The processions accompanied by 
congregational and choir hymn singing would take 
about a half hour to assemble and complete. 
Consequently the Sunday evening service, which 
would also have included a lengthy sermon, would 
take an hour and a half to complete. 

Yet these events were looked forward to as 
much as a holiday and brought much pleasure to 
all who participated or witnessed the events. Sadly 
they are no more but will live for ever in the 
memories of those who took part or who 
witnessed the sheer beauty and joy of these 
events. BP. 


During the long period from 1855, the year in which St Patrick's was granted parish status, until 1968, only 
seven priests served as its parish priests. They are Fr Thomas Lynch 1855-1858, Fr William Arnold 1859- 
1863, Fr Henry Walker 1863, Canon William B Scruton, 1863-1887, Canon John Earnshaw 1887-1929, 
Fr Leopold Maguire 1929-1932 and Canon John Curran 1932-1968. 

Full details of successive parish priests, or priests-in-charge, following the retirement of Canon Curran 
in 1968, and the times of their residence at St Patrick's, were not available at the time our publication went 
to press, but we can offer the following names with a high degree of accuracy. Fr Michael Grace, Timothy Coughlan, Canon Leo Flynn, Fr James 
Cox, Fr J Woodward, Fr James Walsh, Mgr John Murphy, Fr Pat Henry and present parish priest Fr Jeremiah Murphy, who shares the joy of his 
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Days when school > 
nurse ruled over all 


Paul Hanson was a St Pat's schoolboy during the 1930s, and like most youngsters of the day his life 
was full of adventures. Here Paul remembers the school nurse, early morning attendances at Mass, 
joining the choir, and episodes on the way home. 


he school nurse's job was not an easy one 

and whether they were professional nurses 

or paid health workers | would not know. 

Anyway, on this particular day she duly arrived and 

to my horror started to inspect every vestige of my 

little body. Suddenly, she pronounced ‘this child 
has scabies!’ 

| was taken from the class and, with haste, sent 
to Green Lane School for a good scrubbing. | was 
told they used Lysol, which sounds so unlikely 
nowadays, but that is exactly what happened. 

Like all my family | suffered from eczema, and this 
had been mistaken for scabies. Someone at St 
Patrick's telephoned Mother and there was all hell on! 

Mother descended upon Green Lane and | 
was taken home crying. The upshot of it all was 
that something was done for me by the doctors. | 
think that this type of treatment could not in those 
days take place without the consultation of a 
doctor and the parents. 

| recall pupils dying of diphtheria, scarlet fever, 
whooping cough and measles. My main problem 
was chapped legs caused by rubber boots worn 
on wet wintry days. We all wore shorts until we 
were about twelve years old. 

As soon as we arrived in Class One we started 
preparation for First Confession and First 
Communion. This would be in 1937, early in the 
year. | remember my first confession was to Fr 
Brady, and my first communion was on the feast of 
Corpus Christi that same year. | was already on the 
choir and learning to serve Mass, having been 
admitted to the choir in 1936. 

| remember more about the choir than | do 
school. | did what was necessary at school but was 
more interested in serving Mass and singing in the 


choir. My fondest memories of the choir are of the ° 


day | first sang with them on the feast of Christ the 
King (‘Hail Redeemer, King Divine’) and then two 
days later the Requiem Mass for the fallen of the 


1914-1918 Great War. 
This was a solemn 
occasion which always 
ended with the organist 
playing the Dead March 
from Handel's Saul. 


Mother was a 
dedicated Catholic and 
firmly believed in 


Paul Hanson: Chapped legs and 
red ants were his only worry. 


morning Mass, every 
day. We used to set off 
from home together at 6.30am and | would serve. 
We would usually arrive back home about 7.45am 
for breakfast, and then back to St Patrick's School. 

It was a tribute to those days that | was able in 
my very young days to go anywhere without 
adults, and usually by myself. Only on two 
occasions did | find myself in trouble. 

Once coming home from choir, instead of 
going the usual way, | went up White Abbey Road, 
intending to go along Green Lane then down 
Grosvenor Road to Manningham Lane and then on 
to Mornington Villas where we lived. 

Some boys started to throw sand at me near 
to where new houses were being built between 
the Melbourne Pub (that’s the way they spelled it 
in those days) and Springfield Street. 

| ran all the way home and could hardly see. 
Mother took most of the sand out and there was 
no further damage, but | kept away from that area 
for some time afterwards. 

On the other occasion | was stopped in 
Bowland Street by some boys who said they had a 
colony of red ants in a jar. They forced me down on 
the floor and made me eat a dandelion and told 
me | would have red ants in my tummy and that 
they would eat out my inside. 

Gosh, | ran home and was relieved when two 
days later nothing further had happened and other 
thoughts started to crowd my fertile mind. 
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Fram Erin's Green Valleys, 
Window holds more 


than just a memory 


n event during the year 1871 which had 

Az bearing on the interior appearance of 

t Patrick's was the unveiling of the East 
Window above the High Altar. 

Father Scruton had expressed his hopes on 
this matter in a letter to the Bishop eighteen 
months earlier. 

‘lam in great hope that before another year 
has passed a great ornament will be added to the 
church by the putting-in of a stained-glass window 
over the high altar. 

‘At a meeting of the congregation it was 
determined that such should be done to 
commemorate the memory of the late Father Lynch.’ 

A collection was started. The Children of Mary 
headed the list with a donation of ten pounds, and 
by the end of twelve months a sum sufficiently 
large had been collected to justify proceeding with 
the work. 


True Work of Art 

Father Scruton prepared a design and passed it to 
a stained-glass expert he knew. The result is the 
beautiful window which, for generations, 
parishioners have gazed at during Mass without 
knowing its full story. 

Close scrutiny reveals the window as a true 
work of art. Harmony of colour, richness of style 
and sanctity of expression present a work seldom 
equalled in stained-glass. 

The cost of the window was £300. At today's 
price the cost would be in thousands. It was 
unveiled at the singing of the Gloria at Solemn High 
Mass on Sunday, June 25 1871, the preacher of the 
occasion being Father Dwyer from. St Mary's, 
Leeds. 

The window is the church's main focal point 
and when highlighted by the sun during the early 
hours of the day the effect can be stunning. 

The two central lancets represent Our Lord 
and Our Lady respectively, enthroned beneath 
golden canopies. Mary stretching out her arm 
towards her Son, conveying the idea of 


supplication and authority, 
while her Son raises his 
hand in benediction. ¢ 

The lancet next to 
Our Lord shows Saint 
Joseph kneeling and 
holding a lily. 
Standing by his side 
is Saint Patrick, 
vested in robes of ft 
sage-green and 
holding the crosier ie 
in his left hand 
while bestowing his [aia 
blessings with his Eagar 
right. CREE 

In the next lancet 
are Saint Cuthbert, in 
cope and mitre, holding King Saint Oswald's head 
in his hand. Standing beside him is Saint Thomas, 
holding a lily, the emblem of his purity. 

In the two corresponding lancets on the 
Gospel side, the one nearest Our Lady shows Saint 
Helen holding the cross she discovered on Calvary, 
and wearing her crown. Standing by her is Saint 
Bridget, robed as a nun with crown resting on her 
veiled head. The other is Saint Veronica, holding 
the towel on which Our Lord's face appears, and 
Saint Michael with sword in hand. 


Story in stained rales 
(see back cover) 


Lower Compartments 

Six angels playing musical instruments fill the lower 
compartments, separated from the saints by a 
scroll announcing: ‘Exultavit spiritus meus in Deo 
salutary meo’ (My spirit has rejoiced in God my 
saviour). 

Few paintings by the great masters could 
capture such spiritual interest as that contained in 
the stained-glass window erected to the memory 
of Father-Lynch. 

The above is a condensed version of an article in Record 


and Reminiscences of St Patrick's Bradford, by Fr John 
Earnshaw, 1903. 
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Man for all seasons - 


anon Thomas Harrison had plenty of work 
( to do once he began his building plans for St 

- Patrick's, yet he still found time for a number 
of hobbies, including photography. 

This astonishingly clear self-portrait taken in 
1849 showed him to have attained a high perfection 
in the art, with many of his photographs adorning 
the walls and presbyteries across the diocese. His 
other hobbies included fishing and music. 

He was one of the best anglers in the north and 
his musical abilities brought the composition of the 
hymn God of Mercy and Compassion which today 
remains a Lenten favourite among older parishioners. 

Canon Harrison was curate at St Marie's, 
Sheffield, from whence he was appointed parish 
priest of St Mary's, Bradford, on January 1, 1843, in 
which he fulfilled all the duties of a good pastor for 
nineteen years. In 1862 he left St Mary's for Stourton 


Towers where he was- 
chaplain until 1875. In 
this capacity he found 
leisure time to indulge |< 
his tastes for angling in [3 
the fine lake at 
Stourton. 

Though somewhat 
reserved in manner he 
was a Close friend of & 
Lord and Lady 
Stourton who were 
devoted to him. Other 
friends spoke of him 
as ‘charming’. 

In 1876 he went to stay with his sister at 
Southport where he died on August 31 1876 in his 
sixtieth year. 


Despite his heavy workload the 
founder of St Patrick's found time 
for a number of hobbies 


Loyal band who paved 
the way for our social life 


he story of St Patrick's would not be 

complete without reference to the Irish 

Democratic League Club, whose history 
begins within the parish during the 1880s. 

The club was formed to provide a social 
centre for the predominantly Irish and Catholic 
men in the area, with records revealing that the 
first premises were in Lumb Lane and later in 


Wigan Street. In 1907 the club moved to Drewton 
Street where for generations many of our fathers 
and mothers, grandfathers and grandmothers, 
enjoyed happy social hours with family and 
friends. 

By the 1970s age had taken its toll on the 
building's structure. Membership had dwindled to 
a loyal 80 men and 70 women, and the end of the 

Drewton Street premises came with a 
compulsory purchase order in preparation for 
the construction of the new Drewton Road. 
With the money raised and with special 
efforts by the committee the present club was 
opened on the site of the old St Patrick's 
school on Rebecca Street. Hard work by past 
and present committees, and a loyal mixed 
membership, has made the IDL once again a 
thriving club, 
Club president Patrick Howley said: ‘The 
_ affiliation between St Patrick's and the IDL has 
always been strong. We acknowledge the 


On cue for success! Members of the Irish Democratic League (Central Branch) foundations laid by our forbears and sincerely 


games team with their trophies in 1946-47 are (back row from left) P Quinn, 
M Gallagher, A Carroll, W Foster, JW Boyle, N Smith. On front row from left are 
G Greaves, D Farren, H Donoghue, H Murphy. J Gallagher, J Bannon, T Ralph. 


appreciate the support given to us by parish 
priest Fr Jeremiah Murphy.’ 


This page kindly donated in memory of the McCann and Parker families. 


ointing skywards, the mighty arches of St 

Patrick's appear to be taking with them the 

prayers of a packed congregation gathered at 
one of the saddest moments in the history of the 
parish. The occasion was the Memorial Service held 
in May 1985 for the 55 victims who had died in the 
disastrous fire at the Bradford City football stadium 
only a few weeks earlier. Priests and ministers from 
many denominations joined the Bishop of Leeds on 
the altar in conducting the moving service of 
remembrance. Parishioners and City footballers 
joined relatives and friends of those who died in an 
expression of grief. Seated behind the police 
officers at the front are Bradford City manager 
Trevor Cherry and chairman Stafford Heginbotham, 
yet the occasion was a time for all in the packed 
church to reflect on the lives of those who died. | 


May they rest in peace. 
(Picture by courtesy Telegraph & Argus). 


With their work completed members of the parish jubilee committee pause for reflection outside the entrance to St Patrick’s which has been a 
busy thoroughfare for generations of parishioners. Pictured from left on the back row are Basil T Walsh, John Francis, David Pratt, 
Anne Francis, parish priest Fr Jeremiah Murphy and Bernard Parry. In front from left are Susan Bannon, Joan Duffy, Mary Sullivan, 

Christina Hanson and Sister Veronica. Sadly Eddie Neville who served on the committee as well as being a stalwart in many other parish 
activities died suddenly shortly before our picture was taken. 
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Bnights of St Columba 
Bradford (Council 83) 


Congratulations and Best Wishes 
to all at St Patrick’s 
on your 1 soth Anniversary 


The New Beehive Inn 


The Management and Staff 
send their best wishes to St Parick’s 
on reaching their 150th Anniversary 
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We are here 24 hours a day to take 
care of your funeral arrangements 
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CARING FUNERAL 
SERVICES 


A warm welcome will await you at the Diocese 
of Leeds Pastoral and Conference Centre. 
Attractive landscaped grounds create a peaceful 
setting for our well-appointed facilities, 
one and a half miles from the centre of the city, 
with good access by public transport. 


Part of Dignity Ltd. A British Company. 
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